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Is there a dual program? 


Captioned “Whither Secretary Benson? 
—a dual program of rural education?”, the 
following appeared in the November 15 
issue of the Educational Press Association’s 
NEWSLETTER, a National publication: 

“Vocational educators are concerned over 
the fact that the Secretary of Agriculture 
Benson is building up an educational pro- 
gram through his extension service in direct 
competition with the regularly—constituted 
vocational agriculture programs of the pub- 
lic schools. 

“During the past 12 months Secretary 
Benson has obtained from Congress addi- 
tional tunds to increase the number of ex- 
tension agents to perform functions which 
more properly belong in the public voca- 
tional schools. 

“Educators in Washington point out that 
what 1s needed is a conference between the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the U. S. Com- 


niissioner of Education to assure that they 
efforts do not conflict.” 

Editor’s Note: There should be no ¢yy 
flict between the agricultural €X Lension 
service and vocational education in agri. 
culture. There is need for both programs 
Secretary Benson has taken a very POSitive 
aggressive and successful stand in his ef. 
forts to obtain additional federal funds fo, 
the agriculture extension service. At hj 
request, the appropriation was increased }, 
approximately $8 million for fiscal 1955 
There is a rumor that another increase yjjj 
be requested for fiscal 1956. We would lik 
to see U. S. Commissioner of Education p, 
Samuel Brownell and the Hon. Oveta Culp 
Hobby, Secretary, Department of Health 
Education and Welfare, take a similar stand 
to increase federal funds for vocational edy 
cation. Both of these programs are eduq 
tional in nature. Both should be governed 
by the same policy and have the suppor 
of the federal government. 
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